(A Siegfried Idyll, p. 2) 


wrote to Nadejda von Meck in 1878: "What has been written with 
passion must now be looked upon critically, corrected, ex- 
tended, and, most important of all, condensed to fit the re- 
quired needs of form. One must sometimes go against the grain 
in this, be merciless, and destroy things that were written 
with love and inspiration. Although I cannot complain of poor 
inventive powers or imagination, I have always suffered from 
lack of skill in the management of form. Only persistent labor 
has at last permitted me to achieve a form that in some degree 
corresponds to the content" (The Lives of the Great Composers, 
Harold C. Schonberg, New York, 1970, p. 358). Il- faut qu'on 
ouvre la porte et que l'on se voit ouvrir la porte. And Wagner 
wished Cosima happy birthday by presenting to the world an 
aesthetic form and from the windows of the drawing-room of 

Lord Dalhousie's castle the Queen of England and her Consort 
saw "a beautiful wooded valley" and had "a peep of the distant 
hills," and from the windows at Tribschen the spectator can 

see the empirical prototype of part of the aesthetic reality 
from which Siegfried is inseparable and Wagner's temporal and 
spatial coordinates and his relationship therewith help us to 
understand the aesthetic forms that he created. And Benson 
lived in Bruges in the sixteenth century and created aesthetic 
forms and Wagner lived in the nineteenth century and created 
aesthetic forms and "de mon Aire" I can see the Pan Am Building 
and the RCA Building and the Empire State Building and some 
trees in Central Park and a liquor store on Amsterdam Avenue 
and a Time and Temperature sign somewhere near Columbus Circle and 
Parade Harmonies: A Dialectical Self-Portrait is a structure to 
be used in the acquisition of knowledge of self and a structure 
in which that knowledge can be recorded and this is the fourth 
day and it is the writing that I'm loving and I am less intimi- 
dated by the stimuli now and the response is what I'm loving. 


"The task, like the six individuals involved, is promethean." 


(L'Aire: 9-4-75) 





